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to write to me to tell me with whom you have examined them
and what you think ought to be done about them, so that with
your report and reply, which you are to send me as quickly as
you can, I may command that to be done in this matter which
will be best and will most promote my service.
Pero Amrriquez made this, in Evora, on a September 1533.
John
The king
To the Count of Castanheira, about the notes which Jorge da
Costa made.
[On the reverse] By the king.
To dom Amtonio d'Ataide, count of Castanheira, chancellor
of the exchequer.
54. THE SAME TO THE SAME. 15 JANUARY I5341*
Count and friend. I the king send you greetings. ... Item.
With reference to the business of the fleet of Mina, for the
reasons which Fernam d'Alvarez advanced to me, it is my
wish that the galleon Sam Joham should sail in it, if no other
naao2 comes to this city which you think may serve this pur-
pose; but should another arrive, I shall be pleased if this be
done and it sail in place of the said galleon. Moreover, owing
to the need which exists in Mina, on account of the long period
during which no ships have sailed thither, I strongly recommend
you to command that fleet to be made ready as quickly as pos-
sible. Also, you are to order him to provide the regulations,
signed by you, about what the captain-major and the captains
are to do on the voyage, and I shall send him my proviso to the
effect that they are to observe them entirely, as if I myself had
signed them. And you are to discuss there the people, whom
you think ought to be left in the castle of Mina, and also
whether some caravels ought to remain there for some time;
and you shall then order provision to be made in accordance
1 Ford, pp. 153-6. Extract, translated.
* Le.t nau, a large type of ship of between 400 and 1000 tons, with fore and
aft castles and suitable for heavy seas. Scholars are not agreed upon the
precise difference between the nau and the galleon.